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1
Signs and symptoms

of heart failure
(excluding acute

coronary syndrome)
A

11
Out of guideline
   Outpatient management
   See related ICSI guideline
•
•

A

Hospital
management

required?

2

A

Unstable signs and
symptoms requiring

emergent
management?

3

A

See Emergent Management
algorithm

4

Inpatient assessment
   History and physical
   exam
   Lab and diagnostic tests
   Assess for causative and
   precipitating factors
   Corrections of systemic 
   factors

•

•
•

•
AD

5
Pharmacologic treatment and
volume management
   Vasodilators
   Diuretics
   Inotropes
   Beta blockers
   Spironolactone
   Antiarrythmics
   Anticoagulants  
            

•
•
•
•

AD

•
•
•

6
Non-invasive and invasive
imaging/physiologic 
assessment   
   Consider specialty 
   consultation
             

•

AD

Progressive
deterioration?

7

A

8
Out of guideline
   Specialized interventions•

AD

10
Discharge plan with
specific therapeutic

goals AD

9
Non-pharmacologic management
   Patient education
   Diet and lifestyle counseling
   Exercise program
   Stress reduction AD

•
•
•
•

A = Annotation
D = Discussion
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